OF THE. 


STA T E. 


0'F THE 


BRITISH Nr 


' Thuriday, April I, ' 1708. 


PERS 9 CCC 0 C" _— 


_ _ WO Gy 


| 'N D fo the prowl Fe gone Home 
again, are they? And all the migh- 


ty Proje& is come to nothing. 


Their numerous Fleet with ſeven'tbouſand Men 
Went out to Sed, and SO came Home again, 
| \'- 

after giving Thavks to Almighty. GOD, 
whoſe Influence governs all the Afiirs 'of 
the-World, and, whoſe Government is ſo 
muck. rejected by ſome, aid deny'd-by o- 
thers, that it is out of Baſhion ts 
there ma 
ons 
haps may think' odd, but I muft own lam of 
another Opinion, 

[ bave always agreed with the | general 
Notion, that ftanding Armies in Time of 


and neither Genera 
-Regular Troops, they way now # cole and 


AHeficz * 
be -ſome ivery uſeful -Qbfervati- | 
from:it, which ſame - People:per- - 


Peare, are d to the Liberties - the 
Country they are maiatain'd in,abd T a0owa 
great Deal more of the many Lengths bafty 
People have rug into on that Head 3 bar as 
to thoſe People who were for no Regular 
Forces at all, and leaving us quite naked 
to the Ipſults of our Encmics, that were 
for having . our Lnw11agt be cur Defence, 


$,  Fortifications, nor 


—_ anew Lefion, 


1, Thic SOME FORCE—'; is as wecel- | 


$ Wingdums. Bcbperry, 


: ſary to {& 
rous to ics Li- 


- -as too mu 
| berty, 


I knowz 


+ 
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Pice in this Argum-nt, and have a Crowd 
of pretended Patriots ready to. puſh me 
head Jong down, that I might daſh upen the 
Rocks of Tyranny and abſolute Govern- 
ment 3 and it is much jf i- do. not raiſe a 
Mobb upon me, as if I were writing for 
Stationary Legions in the Hands of the 
Prince, as a Rod of Iron to rule the Nati- 
on by. 

But to let theſe malicious People know, 


they will be diſappointed in their ExpeQa-. 


tion, I muſt make a previous Declaration 
of my true and genuine Deſign or Meaning 
in the- Word SOME FORCE. 


This 1 have formerly explaia'd to be 


meant by me thus, 


I- Such 4 Force and n0 more, as the Pea» 
ple of England repreſented .in free 
Parliament ſhall agree to be neceffary, 
and conſent to be kept up- 

2. Such Force and no more, as ſhall al- 
ways be entirely ſubje&ed to Parlia- 
mentary Authority, as to their Dif- 
poſition and Continuance. | 


To tell us, ſuch a Force ſo ſubjeRed fhall 
in Time ſubdue the Parliament, reduce 
their Maſters, and enflave the Kingdom, 
Ithink, will admit of theſe Reaſonivgs by 


. Way of Reply. 


x. Tt. cannat be probable, thata Force ſo 


ſmal, and ſo difpers'd for neceſſary - 


Defence, as this muft be, can endan- 
ger us; and it has net been inftanc'd 
io any Age in the World. 

2. While the Prince ſubmits the Number 
and Eontinuance of them to Parlia- 
mentary Regulation, in which the 
following two Things are eftabliſh d— 
1. That they are paid by Money. groen 
but from Tear t0 Tear. 2 That 18 1s 
High-Treaſen for them 10 cominue longer 
in Arms than one Year, unleſs renew'd 
by Parliament, it ſeems impothble. 

3». Tho' it had ſome Poſhbility ot Dan- 

vefin it, yet-if it be prov'd'to be ne- 
caCary,. that Riſque muſt be run, 
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I know, I am upon a dangerous Preci- 1 waye the Weakneſs of their Ar * 


_ ments, who are for having the Miitis be- 
0g thought able to ſecure us againſt all the 

World, and- yet will have iocoe Men of 
ftanding Troops be able to enflave us— 
Theſe -Things may hereafter come to be 
debated More largely, but the preſent Mat- 
ter ariſes from bence. _——\ 


You fee, Gentlemen, what a Hurry and 
a Fright the Invaſion of Scotland has 
pur-us all into, by a moft coutemptible 

y of 5 to. 7000 Men——— And, 
pray, What is it owing to? 


J pretend to tell you, it irowipg to two 
Things. 5h 


1. The Nakedneſs of Scotlayd with Re- 
_ ſped to its own Defence. 

2, The Divifioa and DiiaffeRion of the 

People» 


p_ 


And to make this more plain,lll give you 
a Letter written me from aPerſon of Hozour 
in that Country, which perhaps may gia 
brief Sketch of this Matter ; the Perſon, I 
affure you, is perfeAly in the Tacereſt of the 
Government,and a Lover of Liberty,and in 
his Letter you may find ſome true Notions, 
and perhaps the beft of the State of that 
Country, of any has been yet ſeen, both 
with Reſpe& to the Defence of the Nation, 
and the Cafe of the Abjuration-Oath, which: 
makes ſ@ much Noiſe-among us. | 


S7 > 

| & . Funerketthing, March 11. 1708. 
+: | r= wrote to you fooner, bur- 
= that I had lictle totell you, e<x- 
* cepting that I went from Edinbargh 
* ſome Days after you went for Eng- 
* land, and have found it neceflary to 
5; carry Arms ever ſince for my: Perfo- 
© nal Defence; for we have now no 
* Government, and .the-- Murtherer, 
«* you know of, ratnbles, threatens, 
** commits Rapes, &c. as he pleaſes, 
& ang. 


Face of Authority, without being 
moleſted, - But I have heard about 
ten Days agone of a 'Deſcent from 
©« France, probably delign'd on Sceat- 
land, and ſhonld be glad to hear that 
England was taking ſuitable Meaſures 
to put us in Condition, to give the 
French ſuchReception as they deſerve; 
you know as well as anyMen the Cir- 
cumſtances of Scor/and, and I appre- 
hend you may readily grant, that 
5000 good Troops might paſs from 
one End of Scor/and tothe vther with- 
out much * Oppoſition, as Marters 
now ſtand ; tho' I think+the French 
infatuate, ſuppoſing they can make 
' our Firth, if they do not land at 
Oramond, where they mdy go on 
t hSands at low Water in Order of 
Bartle, 'and may with little Oppoſi- 


tion take Edinburgh, where they will 
find a Million of Money coig'd, or 


in Bullion and Plate. We have 
ſcarce 3000 RegularTroops, and no 
Militia, The common People be- 
© yond Tay have no Principle, EXCEPT- 


ing-a-few, but to obey their Supert- 


ors and Landlords, who are-general- 
ly Facobites; fo that no Good can- be 
 expedted from them. I ſhould-think 
it adviſable, that a Militia of. 40000 
or 50000 Men of thoſe, who are 
' known to be well affteted ro Her 
© Majeſty, and of Revolution. Princi- 

ples, were eſtabliſh'd on this Side Tay, 
and which, if you in the South are 
- not too diffidentto'truft your Friends, 
might be done ; that ſome Officers 
of known Integrity were appointed 
to learn them their Exerciſes, which 
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« and-was lately at Edinbwygh,- in the 


'Þ. 


& 


that there were Magazines of good 
and regular Arms with Ammunition 


-to be given them, in caſe there was 


' an Invaſ1on, and thar they were com- 


manded by an Engliſh General, who, 
it he were of good Morals, would be 


" more acceprable than a ScorsMan ; for 


our People are diffatisty'd with our 
own Nobility, becauſe of the Union, 
thu” the Presbyterians are for keeping: 
it ince it is made. I ſee no laconve- 


-nence un this Projet, if ic be not 


that your High-Church will cry 
out againſt arming the Scots-Presby- 
rerians, but they are in nu Hazard ;- 
for there is not, fo far as | know, 
one ſober Presbyterian in Scotland,. 
who has the leaſt Thought of Re- 
forming the Church of Englaud by 
Force, 
* As to the Oath of Abjurarian,. I 
reckon - it the Intereſt of the Go- 
vernment not to impoſe it on Scot-- 


i land, even tho' it was amended as to 


cc 
cc 


the Limitation Clauſe ; for it will 
certainly divide our Church, many. 


* of. us ſcruple to ſwear'the Oath. of 


cc 


Allegiance to. her Majeſty a ſecond 
Time, as being unneceflary ; for the 
World knows ourentire Loyalty,and 
we judge it a Grieyance,. that with 
us ſuch as have taken that Oath-muſt 
rake it again in every new Capa-- 
city. Again, the Presbyterians in 


: Scotland keep their Oaths very Reli-- 


* giouſly, Now:the Parliament keeps ir 


« might be done with thews own Arms 3 _; 


in their own Power to alrer the Suc- 


' ceſſion,.. bur if they ſwear-vs-to it, 


we will account. our ſelves obliged 
to maintain it, tho* they ſhould change 
it, if the Reaſons ofghe Change do 
not ſatisfie-our Conſciences ; ſo that 

& by. 


